
	 “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any par-
ticipation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do noth-
ing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others.  Have this mind among yourselves, which 
is yours in Christ Jesus who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.”

	 “We each used to independently call our own shots, but then we entered 
into a large and integrated life in which Jesus has the final say in everything. (This 
is what we proclaimed in word and action when we were baptized.) Each of us 
is now a part of his resurrection body, refreshed and sustained at one fountain 
– his Spirit – where we all come to drink.  The old labels we once used to identify 
ourselves – labels like Jew or Greek, slave or free – are no longer useful.  We need 
something larger, more comprehensive. 
	 I want you to think about how all this makes you more significant, not less.  A 
body isn’t just a single part blown up into something huge. It’s all the different-but-
similar parts arranged and functioning together…
	 But I also want you to think about how this keeps your significance from 	
getting blown up into self-importance. For no matter how significant you are, it 
is only because of what you are a part of.  An enormous eye or a gigantic hand 
wouldn’t be a body, but a monster.  No part is important all on its own…
	 The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives 	
together as a church: every part dependent on every other part.”

Excerpts from 1 Corinthians 12
(The Message translation)

Philippians 2:1-11
(Emphasis added)


